PLATE XXXVI
THE ARA PACIS AUGUSTAE

i. PART OF THE BAS-RELIEFS WHICH ADORNED THE ENCLOSURE
(see pi. XXVII, k) OF THE ALTAR OF PEACE (ARA PACIS) FROM OUT-
SIDE. The erection of this altar on the Field of Mars was decreed by the Senate,
and the altar was dedicated in A. D. 13 for glorifying the great work of pacifica-
tion carried out by Augustus. This honour is expressly mentioned by Augustus
in his Res Gestae. Every year the priests, the magistrates, and the Vestal
Virgins performed a sacrifice on this altar. Ruins of the altar and many
fragments of the sculptures have been found repeatedly under the Palazzo Fiano
at Rome, Two entrances led to the altar ; on each side of these entrances were

TEXT-FIG. 6.   RESTORATION OF THE ' ARA PACIS AUGUSTAE '
(After Durm.)

symbolical bas-reliefs (see one of these bas-reliefs in pi. XXXVII, i). On the
enclosure wall a long frieze represented a great religious procession moving
towards the altar. Augustus himself, his family, Roman priests, Roman magis-
trates, &c., took part in this procession. Our fragment shows one part of the
family of Augustus with their respective children. About A. D. 13. Museo delle
Terme, Rome.

2.  Part of the sculptured and painted fruit-garlands which adorned the upper
part of the enclosure wall of the Ay a Pads on the inside.   About A. D. 13.   Museo
delle Terme, Rome.

3.  Part of the scrolls of acanthus which covered the lower part of the enclosure
wall of the Ava Pads from outside.  About A. D. 13.   Museo delle Terme, Rome,